DOCUMENT RESUME 



ED 455 916 



PS 029 642 



TITLE 

INSTITUTION 
SPONS AGENCY 
PUB DATE 
NOTE 

AVAILABLE FROM 



PUB TYPE 

EDRS PRICE 
DESCRIPTORS 



IDENTIFIERS 



Kansas KIDS COUNT Data Book, 2001. 

Kansas Action for Children, Inc., Topeka. 

Annie E. Casey Foundation, Baltimore, MD. 

2001 - 00-00 

3 3 3p . ,* For the 2000 data book, see ED 442 587. Additional 
funding has been provided by SPRINT. 

Kansas Action for Children, Inc., 715 SW 10th Street, 

Topeka, KS 66612 ($23, plus $2 shipping). Tel: 785-232-0550; 

Fax: 785-232-0699; Web site: http://www.kac.org. 
Numerical/Quantitative Data (110) -- Reports - Descriptive 

(141) 

MF01/PC14 Plus Postage. 

* Adolescents ; Birth Weight; Births to Single Women; Child 
Abuse; Child Health; Child Neglect; Child Welfare; 

^Children; ^Counties; Day Care; Drinking; Drug Use; Early 
Parenthood; Elementary Secondary Education; High School 
Graduates; Immunization Programs; Infant Mortality; Juvenile 
Justice; Mortality Rate; One Parent Family; Poverty; 

Prenatal Care; Preschool Education; ^Social Indicators; 
Tables (Data) ; Trend Analysis,* Violence; Welfare Services; 
*Well Being 

Availability (Programs and Services) ; Child Mortality; 

* Indicators; ^Kansas; Out of Home Care; Project Head Start 



ABSTRACT 



This Kids Count Data Book provides state and county trends 
in the well-being of Kansas' children. The statistical portrait is based on 
21 indicators of well-being: (1) births to single teens; (2) children in 

poverty; (3) children approved for free school meals; (4) childhood deaths; 

(5) infant mortality; (6) births with early prenatal care; (7) kindergartners 
fully immunized by age two; (8) low birth weight babies; (9) Head Start 
participation; (10) child care availability; (11) high school graduates 
pursuing post-secondary education/training; (12) births to mothers with less 
than the high school degree; (13) students graduating from high school; (14) 
out-of-home placement; (15) teen violent deaths; (16) reported child abuse 
and neglect; (17) substantiated child abuse and neglect; (18) juvenile court 
filings; (19) youth who report using alcohol in past 30 days; (20) youth who 
report binge drinking; and (21) youth who have ever used drugs other than 
alcohol. The report's overview notes that childhood and teen violent deaths 
declined, but rates of low birth weight babies, births to single teens and to 
mothers with less than a high school diploma, and reported child abuse and 
neglect worsened. Following this overview, the first part of the data book 
discusses economic assistance and childhood poverty in Kansas, and provides 
information on using the data book. The next section presents a description 
of each indicator and an alphabetical listing of each county comparing base 
year data from 1995-98 and the current data from 1999. The next section, and 
bulk of the report, presents state and county statistics for each indicator. 
The book concludes with data notes and an explanation of sources. (SD) 
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Measures Remaining Steady 

• Economic well-being indicators are difficult to compare primarily because of new 
U.S. Census estimates. Overall, it appears that these indicators show slightly worsened 
conditions. 
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Fi g ure 1 . Number Of Poor and Poverty Rate: 1959 to 1999 ever, because of the small samples involved/’ the Census is reluctant to even produce 

annual state level data. For example, the 1999 -CPS yielded an overall poverty rate for 
Numbers in millions, rates in percent Kansas of 12.2 percent, plus or minus 2.7 percent / 11 Using a three-year average for 

1997-99 yields an estimate of 10.5 percent, plus or minus 1.9 percent. 
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